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UK and London Policy Context  
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Carbon pathway for the UK 
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Local planning authorities should: 

ÅPlan for new development in locations 
and ways which reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions 

ÅActively support energy efficiency 
improvements to existing buildings 

ÅBe consistent with the Governmentôs 
zero carbon buildings policy and adopt 
nationally described standards 

ÅIdentify suitable areas for renewable 
and low carbon energy sources, and 
supporting infrastructure 

National scale: UK Government guidance to city 
governments 

UK Government, National Planning Policy Framework, 2012 
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Energy Performance Certificates and Minimum 
Energy Efficiency Standards 
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Today:   

ÅNew development CO2 emissions to be 
35% below current national building 
standards (Part L 2013) 

ÅStrong policy preference for heat networks 

From October 2016:  

Å35% standard still in place 

ÅñZero carbon homes:ò Offset payment of 
£1800/tonne [~$2500/ton], or £60/tonne 
x 30 years 

From 2019: 

ÅñZero carbonò non-domestic buildings 

 

 

London Plan Energy Policy 



Experience of decentralised energy 
project delivery in London and UK 



8 

Decentralised Energy Delivery Pathways 
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ÅBoroughs given £15k to 
commission heat mapping 

ÅDEMaP team provided technical 
support 

ÅTotal cost ca. £20k per heat map 

ÅTraining on energy 
masterplanning 

ÅSignificant capacity building 

DEMaP: Londonôs Decentralised Energy 
Masterplanning Programme 

Greater London Authority, London Heat Map 
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ÅCorps of knowledgeable local 
authority planners and energy 
officers 

ÅGuidance documents on 
energy masterplanning and 
project delivery 

ÅGrowing integration between 
development planning and 
infrastructure investment 

ÅA pipeline of decentralized 
energy projects 

 

 

Outcomes of DEMaP 
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Å£3 million, 4-year technical support 
programme 

ÅFocused on DE project development 
which is delivered as a free service to 
project sponsors.   

ÅThe programme operates through a 
single delivery team for the whole 
programme. 

ÅAdditional tasks for standardizing 
practice on heat networks in the UK 

DEPDU: London Decentralised Energy Project 
Delivery Unit 
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ñ 

Through project support 

London Borough of Brent sought to  
procure a heat network and heat 
service for a 2500-home development 
site. 

 

DEPDU support: 

ÅPre-feasibility 

ÅFeasibility modelling 

ÅDetailed technical advice 

ÅContractual advice 

ÅProcurement support 

ÅDrafting contract Heads of Terms 
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London Borough of Camden seeks to 
develop a heat network to connect its 
own existing apartment blocks. 

ÅPlanning powers were key for 
catalyzing scheme. 

ÅCamden elected to directly procure 
advice to complete the delivery of 
the project. 

Municipal energy company delivery model 


